Floods and Flash Floods
March 2007

What to Do During a Flood or Flash Flood

CORE ACTION MESSAGES
+ Climb to high ground.
« Get away from standing, flowing, or
riging water,

i you are outdoors, you should:

Stay out of areas subject to flooding. Dips, low spots, canyons, washes, stc. can
become filled with water.

Climb to high ground and stay there. Move away from dangerous floodwater.

if you come upon a flowing stream where water is above your ankies, stop, turn
around, and go another way. Never Iry to walk, swim, or drive through swift water.
Many flood fataliies are caused by people attempting to drive through water, or paople
playing in high-water. If it is moving swiflly, even water six inches (15 centimeters) deep
can swesap you off your feat.

if you are driving, you should:

Avoid already fiooded areas, and areas subject to sudden flooding. Do not attempt
to cross flowing streams or water covered roads. As litle as six inches of water may
cause you to lose conirol of your vehicle. The National Weather Service reports that
nearly half of all flood fatalities are vehicle related. The depth of water Is not always
obvious. The roadbad may be washed out under the water, and you could be stranded
or trapped. Also, standing water may be electrically charged from underground or
downed powar lines. Rapidly rising water may stall the engine, engulf the vehicle and Its
occupants, and sweep them away. Look out for flooding at highway dips, bridges, and
tow areas. Two faet (0.6 meters) of water will cary away most vehicles, including SUVs
and pickup trucks.

Stay away from underpasses. Underpasses can fill rapidly with water, while the
adjacent roadway remains clear. Driving into an underpass can quickly put you in five to
six feet {1.5 to 1.8 mefers) of water.

Turn around and find another route if you come upon rapidly rising water. Move to
higher ground away from rivers, streams, creeks, and storm drains. If your route is
blocked by floodwater or bamicades, find another route. Barricades are put up by local
officials to protect paople from unsafe roads. Driving around them can be a serious risk.
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